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1. Introduction

Impediments to access to education and the right to education are still one of the leading
problems in Turkey. The bureaucratic, class-based, economic, cultural, geographical,
legal, and linguistic obstacles to education and problems regarding it have deepened and
become chronic along with the Covid-19 pandemic and the related measures
taken/cannot be taken. Turkey laid the foundations of an intellectual destruction that will
spread over many years by not showing its determination to keep shopping malls open
and universities closed during the pandemic. Frequent and arbitrary restrictions on
freedom of assembly and demonstration under the ordinary state of emergency led to a
deepening of another problem in access to education: students under arrest and convict
students. While the severity of the problem augments, we do not have up-to-date and
clear information about the number of university students in prisons. And students
continue to be arrested for various reasons.

11 students were arrested because of the protests that started on January 4, demanding
the resignation of the controversial name Melih Bulu, who was appointed as the rector of
Bogazici University by President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. Many students spent their time
under house arrest with electronic handcuffs until their first hearing. While the arrested
students were released in various timespans within two months, the trials proceed. On
the other hand, lawsuits continue to be filed against other detained students.

We devoted the third report of our research, examining how student protests and activist
students are represented and handled, to the arrested students.To carry out the framing
and discourse analysis, we scanned the news about LGBTI+ students in A Haber,
Aksam, Yeni Safak, Takvim, Sabah, Yeni Akit and Akit TV between January 4 and March
31, 2021, and collected 51 news items. Most of these news covers the demonstrations at
Bogazici University. The majority of the news items covers the detention and arrest
processes as part of student protests at Bogazici University.

In the discourse analysis part of the research, we focused on the linguistic strategies,
namings, metaphors, adjectives, phrases, and the patterns formed by them in the news
about the arrested students. We took a closer look at some of the news that we think they
represent these patterns.

While the violations experienced during the detention and arrest processes are not
covered, we observe that news are frequently reported in a manner proving the
accusations faced by the students as charged, and the violations encountered are
covered under the headings of “slander.” While the media put themselves either in the
place of a judge or a prosecutor in the presence of students, similar statements by
government representatives are also their sources. In this situation, where the informing
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function of the news media is replaced by the judging and condemning function, we found
that an exclusionary, offensive, humiliating, and stigmatizing language is used against the
arrested students.

2. The scope and methodology of the
research

Within the scope of the study, we scanned the news about detention and arrest of
students in A Haber, Aksam, Yeni Safak, Takvim, Sabah and, Yeni Akit between January
4 and March 31 and collected 51 news. We carried out a content analysis by coding all
collected news on an individual basis with a detailed coding scale. We also carried out a
discourse analysis on a smaller number of news pieces, which we think represent the
patterns encountered in the news. We answered each of the following questions for 51
news pieces reviewed.

e What is the tone of the news? (positive, negative, neutral)

e What is the predominant theme of the news? (Terror, provocation, crime etc.)

e How are detained and arrested students defined in the news? (Suspect, terrorist,
provocateur, etc.)

e What are the sources in the news? (Government representatives’, police’s, and
governorship’s statements, etc.)

e What are the prominent approaches in the news about detention and arrest?
(Emphasis on “they are not students”, “they are related to terrorism”, using the
phrases that they committed a “crime” instead of accusations)

» Are the violations encountered by students during detention and arrest included in the
news? How are they covered?

We examined the discursive structures of the news underlining each question and setting
examples as we think. In the discourse analysis we dealt with news headings,
photographs, details of news language, linguistic strategies, and the rhetoric.

If we briefly summarize the general findings of the research:

e 47 of 51 news items are negative toned and 4 is neutral.

e The most predominant theme in the news is provocation.

o Students who were detained or arrested are mostly defined as suspects and
provocateurs. While words such as “terrorist”, “LGBT pervert”, “protestor” and
“vandalist” are also used among the definitions, only two of these news stories define
students as “student”.
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e In 18 of 51 news pieces, the statements of government representatives or other official
institutions and their representatives are included. In 5 news stories, what happened
at the hearing and the indictments are the main source of the news.

 In 20 of the news items about the detention or arrest of students, it is common to
emphasize that they are not actually students and that they are “related to terrorism.”
Instead of “charged against”, the phrase “detected to have committed a crime” is also
frequently used.

¢ Violations such as strip search, beating, and prevention of the right to education,
which students encountered while being detained or during their arrest and trial
processes, are generally not covered in the news and in fact, these violations are
mentioned in eight news stories with the comments that they are “denied” and actually
“slanders”.

3.Analyses of the news

3.1. The tone of the news

We created categories as negative, positive, and neutral as part of the first step of the
analysis, which is identifying the tone of the news.

Of the 51 news items analyzed, 47
are negative toned.

We defined the news as positive, which assumes that students have the right to
demonstrate and assembly, includes the violations they encounter during detention and
arrest, does not have an accusatory tone, and does not express uncondemned charges
as crimes. However, there are no examples for this category in 51 news articles we
examined.

47 of 51 news stories are negative. The news items that define the students with words
such as “provocateur”, “terrorist”, reflect the accusations as a condemned crime, and do
not include the violations encountered during these processes form this category.
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Haberler » Gindem Haberberi » Son dakika: Bogazici Universites provokasyonunda yeni geligme! Terde GogGtdnin b

Son daklka: Bogazici Universitesi
provokasyonunda yeni gelisme! Teror
orgutunun tetikgileri hesap verecek

| almpes

Giriy Tarihi: 07.01.2021 @ 13:31 Gincelleme Tariki: 07.00.2021 @ 13:37 ABOMNE OL oo g|t’ Mews

“Newsflash: New development in Bogazici University provocation! Terrorists
will be held accountable. They were exposed as supporters of a terrorist
organization. Bogazici provocateurs will be held accountable” A Haber /
7.1.2021

We determined neutral toned news as news that do not use discriminatory statements
against students and that do not label students with disproved crimes. There are 5 news
items in this category. Important to note here, we do not mention that these news stories
include students’ words.

08 Ocak 2021 Cuma 18:54 | Son Glincelleme: 08 Ocak 2021 Cuma 18:54
Bogazici Universitesi'ndeki gosterilere iliskin
yenl gell§me
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“21 suspects, who were detained on charges of committing the crimes of
‘opposing the Law on Meetings and Demonstrations No. 2911’ and ‘resistance to
the officer in charge’ during the press release and protests made after the rector
was appointed to Bogazici University, were released on bail.”Aksam / 8 Ocak 2021

77

The news titled “New development regarding the demonstrations at Bogazi¢i University
is among the neutral toned examples because it does not use a discriminatory
expression against students, stating that the accusations are ‘claims.’

3.2. The predominant theme

The most predominant theme
in the analyzed news is
“provocation”, which is

followed by “terror”.

Examining what the predominant theme is in the news, we observed three main themes:
provocation, terror, and crime. Although more than one theme can be encountered
together in a news piece, we focused on the most prominent theme, which occupies the
broadest space in the news in terms of volume and emphasis.

We observed that the most predominant theme in 51 news items examined is
“provocation” with 23 articles. It is followed by the category of “terror” with 16 news
pieces. While the predominant theme is “crime” in 5 articles, 7 news stories are placed
in the “other” category.

In the news where “provocation” is the predominant theme, what happened is defined
as “provocation” in the headline or the text of the news items and students are defined as
“provocateurs”.

Haberler > GuUndem Haberleri » .
Bogazigi Universitesi'ndeki provokasyonda kritik gelisme! 16 kigi tespit edildi

Girig Tarihi: 5.1.2021 @ 10:12 Son Ginceileme: 5.1.2021 @ 10:38

Bogazici Universitesi'ndeki
provokasyonda kritik gelisme!
16 kisi tespit edildi

“Critical development in the provocation at Bogazici University! 16 people
detected” Sabah /5.1.2021
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“In the news where “terror” is the predominant theme, students are often accused of
“associated with terror”, and it is claimed that those detained or arrested are “related to
terror, not students”. In these news pieces, the statements of government
representatives, police or governorships are distinguished as sources. Statements of

official sources are directly quoted not as claims, but as indisputable truths that are the
source of the news.

m ABONE OL i Google News

Son dakika: icisleri Bakani Siileyman

Soylu'dan Bogazici Universitesi agiklamasi:
Gozaltindakiler teror orgiitii liyesi

“Newsflash: The person detained in Bogazici provocation were revealed as a
member of a terrorist organization” Sabah /5.1.2021

Girig Tarihi: 5.1.2021 @ 19:37

Son dakika: Bogazici
provokasyonunda gozaltina

alinan kisi teror orgtitu uyesi
cikti

“Newsflash: The person detained in Bogazici provocation were revealed as
a member of a terrorist organization” Sabah /5.1.2021
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In the news pieces where the predominant theme is “crime”, protests during which
students were detained and then arrested are often described as ‘illegal” or

“unauthorized”.

Bogazici Universitesine rektdr atamasinin ardindan diizenlenen yasa disi eylemle
ilgili yliritiilen sorusturmada, gézaltina alinan 45 siipheliden 21'i adliyeye sevk

edildi.

“21 of 45 suspects detained during the investigation conducted after the rector
was appointed to Bogazici University were referred to the courthouse.” Aksam

/8.1.2021

3.3. How are students defined?

Students are defined as “student” in only 2 of 51 news stories we examined. The
definition of “suspect” is used in 18 of the news, “provocateur” in 14, “terrorist” in 3,
“vandalist” in 1, and “LGBT pervert” in 1 news quoting Interior Minister Soylu's sentence.
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Videalar » Gondem Videolar: » Bogazici Universitesinde provokatorlere gozait

Bogazici Universitesi'nde provokatorlere gozalti

“Provocateurs at Bogazici University were detained.” A haber /5.1.2021

Icisleri Bakani Siileyman Soylu: Bogazici Universitesi'nde Kabe-i Muazzama'ya
yapilan saygisizligi gergeklestiren 4 LGBT sapkini gézaltina alindi!

“Interior Minister Siileyman Soylu: 4 LGBT perverts were detained for
disrespecting the great Kaaba at Bogazici University!” Aksam / 30.1.2021

3.4. What is the source?

The most well-known strategy for the news to reproduce the official discourse is that those
who are taken or cited as sources in the news or whose views are often directly referred
are official persons or institutions. We observed that 18 of 51 news items we examined
include statements by government representatives or other official institutions and their
representatives. In 5 news reports, what happened at the hearing and the indictments are
cited as sources.

Statements by government representatives or other official institutions often contain
examples of targeting, discriminatory language and hate speech. In the news suggesting
“the detainees were not actually students” and “they are related to terrorism”, these
statements became prominent as a source.

In the text below of the news titled “Only 7 out of 108 provocateurs are students”, the
Governor's Office statement is cited as the source for the heading.
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Bogazici Universitesi Rektorliigi'ne Melih Bulu'nun atanmasinin ardindan baslayan
protesto siireci yeni bir boyut kazandi. Onceki aksam rektorlik binasini basmak isteyen
ogrencilere polis midahale etti, 159 kisi gozaltina alindi. Dun suphelilerden 98'i
Emniyet'ten, 10'u da savcilik tarafindan adli kontrol sartiyla serbest birakildi. 51 kiginin
S VR SR Tl AE TR Valilik, 108 kigiden sadece /'sinin Bogazigi
niversitesi ogrencisi oldugunu, 101 supheliden 15’inin de universite duzeyinde e
IRGTIINEG T Rektor protestolarina destek igin Ankara’da toplanan bir gruba da
pohs mudahale etti, 69 kisi gozaltina alindi. Kadikoy'de gosteri yapmaya kalkisan grupta

“The Governor's Office emphasized that only 7 of 108 people are Bogazici
University students, and 15 of 101 suspects do not study at a university.”
Aksam / 3.2.2021

Police violence and blockade against students are also given along with the statements
of politicians in an affirmative manner. Sileyman Soylu's statement “The Turkish police
did it right” was published in the news websites we examined.

Girig Tarihi: 6.1.2021 @ 17:55 Son Gincelleme: 6.1.2021 ® 18:37

Bakan Soylu'dan son dakika
‘Bogazici’ aciklamasi: "Turk
Polisi, dogru yapmistir”

Q HALIT TURAN

Bo?a:igi’ndeki
Kelepc‘:e
gercegini
aclkladl'

“TURK POLiSi
DOGRU
~ _YA_PML$TIR’

“Last minute statement by Minister Soylu: ‘The Turkish police did it right’”
Sabah /6.1.2021
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3.5. What is the common attitude in the news of
detention and arrest?

In the news pieces about detention, the emphasis on how many detainees are students
and their “relation to terrorism” is prominent.

While the news titled “Newsflash: Breaking truth about those detained in Bogazigi
University protests” include information about how many of those detained are Bogazici
University students, it is also emphasized that there are “names related to terrorist
organizations”.

Son dakika: Bogazici Universitesi olaylarinda
gozaltina alinanlar hakkinda flas gercek

Son dakika haberleri... Bogazigi Universitesi'ndeki olaylarda gozaltina
alinanlann sicilleri kabank ¢ikti. Kampiis niinde gozaltma alinan 108
kisiden sadece 7'sinin Bogazici Universitesi dgrencisi oldugu belirtildi.

Diin gbzaltina alinan 159 kisiden 130'unun da cesitli terdr orgiitleriyle
baglantili oldugu ortaya c¢ikti.

» “Newsflash: Breaking truth about those detained in Bogazici University protests.
Newsflash... The records of the detainees during the protests at Bogazici University are
mile long. It was stated that only 7 of 108 people detained in front of the campus are
Bogazici University students. It was revealed that 130 of 159 people detained yesterday
are linked to various terrorist organizations.”_ A haber / 2.2.2021

In another news article titled “22 people detained related to the demonstrations in front of
Bogazici University”, the emphasis on “terror affiliation” is included in the news text with
the expression “detected”.
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https://www.ahaber.com.tr/gundem/2021/02/02/son-dakika-bogazici-universitesi-olaylarinda-gozaltina-alinanlar-hakkinda-flas-gercek

|
| - Gozaltina alinan suphelilerden bazilarinin orgutsel faaliyetlerde
I bulunduklan belirlendi

Operasyon kapsaminda gozaltina
| alinan suphelilerden bazilarinin,
gecmis yillarda sol-sosyalist teror
l orgutlerinin kirsal
yapilanmalarinda faaliyet
yurtutmekteyken olen kisilerin
f cenaze ve anma programlarina
katildigi, teror orgutlerinin acik
alan yapilanmalar tarafindan
organize edilen cesitli toplumsal
olaylarda yer aldigi belirlendi.

Ayrica zanlilardan bazilarinin, teror orgutleri adina pankart asma,
yazilama, korsan gosteri gibi illegal etkinliklerde yer aldiklari ve yine
suphelilerden bazilarinin "terdr érgitlne Uye olmak” sucundan haklarinda
yargilamalarin sturdugu tespit edildi.

“It was detected that some of the suspects detained were involved in
organizational activities. It has been found that some of the suspects detained
during the operation participated in the funeral and commemoration programs
of people who died while they were working in the rural structures of left-
socialist terrorist organizations in the past years and took part in various social
protests organized by the public structures of terrorist organizations. In
addition, it was detected that some of the suspects took part in illegal activities
such as hanging banners, street writing, and illegal demonstrations on behalf
of terrorist organizations, and some of the suspects were prosecuted for the
crime of "membership of a terrorist organization.” Yeni Akit/5.1.2021

The social media posts of the detainees are also frequently reported with the allegations
of “affiliation with terrorism.”

In the news pieces related to this issue, the expressions “they are being held
accountable” and “they will be held accountable” are also frequently used. With these
definitions, these news items take a position by acting like a prosecutor or a judge.
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https://www.yeniakit.com.tr/haber/guncelleme-3--bogazici-universitesi-onundeki-gosterilere-iliskin-22-kisi-gozaltina-alindi-1498705.html

= YeniSafak GONDEM

Maarcged Koronavirus Gundem Durrya Spor E korsomi Teknolog Hayat Ramazan Yararka Video b

Politika Yerel Haberler 1. Sayfa 15 Temmuz Darbe Girtgirni Egitim Yerel Gundem

Provokatorler hesap veriyor: 4 kisiye
gozalti

Bogazigi Universitesi'ne Prof. Melih Bulu'nun rektdr atanmasini protesto igin, Uzerine egcinsellerin
sembollerini yapigtirdiklan Kabe fotografini yere seren provokatorlerden 4'G gozaltina alindi, Saveilik 2
gupheli igin tutuklama istedi. Girkin provokasyona tepkiler devam ederken, Bogazigi LGBTi+ kulubline
yapilan baskinda teror drgitl PKK amblemleri bulundu.,

Provocateurs are rendering account: 4 people were detained. In the protest
of Prof. Melih Bulu's appointment as a rector, 4 of the provocateurs, who
laid down Kaaba photo on which they attached homosexuals’ symbols,
were detained. The prosecution requested arrest for 2 suspects. While the
reactions to this ugly provocation continued, emblems of the terrorist
organization PKK were found in the raid of Bogazici LGBTI+ club. Yeni
Safak /31.1.2021

While the information on how the students were detained and the practices such as
beating and rear-handcuffing during the detentions are not covered in the news,
photographs of the house raids carried out by the police at night appear in many news
items.
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A Haber / 6.1.2021 (Photo description: Five policemen in camouflage uniforms and

with caps are standing in front of the iron door of a one-story house with the
Turkish flag on the door.)

It is also common in the news to use expressions as if the guilt were “proven” and a
verdict was given. The expressions “11 people attacking the police” and “the vandalist
who damaged the police vehicle was arrested” are among the examples in these news
stories. In these news items, statements mentioning the quilt was proven in the protests
of the students, the verdict was given and even the punishment was imposed are

frequently used.
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Edlkéy'deki Bogazici eylemlerinde
polis aracina zarar veren vandal
tutukland

“The vandalist who damaged the police vehicle during the Bogazici
protests in Kadikoéy was arrested.” Yeni Safak /10.1.2021

While the words “vandalist”, “provocateur” and “suspect” are used in the news of
detention and arrest, it is rarely stated that these people are students in the news about

the arrests.

» Kacikoy oe teror estiren Bogaag provokatorlennoen ikisi tutukiandi

Kadikoy'de teror estiren Bogazici
provokatorlerinden ikisi tutuklandi
Son dakika haberi... Kadikdy'de diizenlenen yasa digi gosterilerle ilgili

gozaltina alinan 23 siipheliden 2'si tutukland, digerleri adli kontrol
sartiyla serbest birakildi.

2.2021 Q 08:46 Gincelleme Taribi: 05.02.2021 Q) 09:08 ABONE OL gle News I

KADIKOY’DE TEROR
ESTIRMISLERDI

' BOGAZICI PROVOKATORLERIYLE iLGILI

FLAS GELISME

“Two of Bogazici provocateurs terrorising in Kadikéy were arrested
Newsflash... 2 of 23 suspects detained related to the illegal demonstrations
in Kadikdy were arrested, the others were released on bail.”

A _haber/5.2.2021
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3.6. How are violations reported?

During the detention and arrest processes, there were many violations such as rear-
handcuffing, naked search, and blockade on the right to education. During their arrests,
some students were brought to the exams with handcuffs, their university was extended
due to the exams they could not take due to arrest, they could not go to work due to
house arrest and faced economic difficulties and psychological problems. These
violations are not reflected in the news. When the statements of the students' lawyers on
these issues are rarely reported in the news, they are given with comments such as
“slander” and “lie.”

Provokatorler uslanmiyor! Ciplak
arama yalanina sarilacak kadar
alcaldilar

“Provocateurs do not settle! They lowered themselves as to cling to the
naked search lie” Yeni Akit/6.1.2021

Bogazici provokatorleri sapkinlardan
medet umuyor: Serefli Turk polisine
alcak iftira!

Prof. Dr. Melih Bulu'yu bahane eden CHP, HDP ve yasa disi érgiitlerin
destekledigi Bogazici provokatdrleri, escinsel sapkinlarin desteginden de

|medet umuyor.

“Bogazici provocateurs hope for the support of perverts: Despicable
slander to the honorable Turkish police! Bogazigi provocateurs, supported
by CHP, HDP and illegal organizations, who use Prof. Dr. Melih Bulu as an
excuse, also hope for the support of homosexual perverts.”_Yeni Akit /
25.1.2021
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| Giindem

Bogazi¢i provokatorleri hafif kizarik

bir el fotografi ile bunu iddia ettiler:
Muvekkilim feci sekilde darp edildi

“Bogazici provocateurs claimed this with a photograph of a slightly
reddened hand: My client was badly beaten” Yeni Akit/17.1.2021
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