
UNIVERSITY IN THE NEWS 

III- ARRESTED STUDENTS
2021

Photo Credit: Beyza Kural

Author: Beyza Kural 
Advisor: Prof. Burak Özçetin
Civic Space Studies Association



UNIVERSITY IN THE NEWS - III / ARRESTED STUDENTS

The scope and methodology of the                2
research 
                

Analyses of the news                                         3      

3.1. The tone of the news                                             3         
3.2. The predominant theme                                        5         
3.3. How are students defined?                                   7         
3.4. What is the source?                                               8      
3.5. What is the common attitude in the news of     10       
detention and arrest?                                                              
3.6. How are violations reported?                              15
 

1

2

3

Introduction                                                      1         
                                                                

Cover Photo: from a student protest in Istanbul/2015
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yr2omAdGAxWMkvPmSVYkgpN0DDJE9NBn/edit#heading=h.2et92p0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yr2omAdGAxWMkvPmSVYkgpN0DDJE9NBn/edit#heading=h.tyjcwt
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yr2omAdGAxWMkvPmSVYkgpN0DDJE9NBn/edit#heading=h.2s8eyo1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yr2omAdGAxWMkvPmSVYkgpN0DDJE9NBn/edit#heading=h.3rdcrjn
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yr2omAdGAxWMkvPmSVYkgpN0DDJE9NBn/edit#heading=h.2et92p0


1. Introduction
Impediments to access to education and the right to education are still one of the leading
problems in Turkey. The bureaucratic, class-based, economic, cultural, geographical,
legal, and linguistic obstacles to education and problems regarding it have deepened and
become chronic along with the Covid-19 pandemic and the related measures
taken/cannot be taken. Turkey laid the foundations of an intellectual destruction that will
spread over many years by not showing its determination to keep shopping malls open
and universities closed during the pandemic. Frequent and arbitrary restrictions on
freedom of assembly and demonstration under the ordinary state of emergency led to a
deepening of another problem in access to education: students under arrest and convict
students. While the severity of the problem augments, we do not have up-to-date and
clear information about the number of university students in prisons. And students
continue to be arrested for various reasons.

11 students were arrested because of the protests that started on January 4, demanding
the resignation of the controversial name Melih Bulu, who was appointed as the rector of
Boğaziçi University by President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan. Many students spent their time
under house arrest with electronic handcuffs until their first hearing. While the arrested
students were released in various timespans within two months, the trials proceed. On
the other hand, lawsuits continue to be filed against other detained students.

We devoted the third report of our research, examining how student protests and activist
students are represented and handled, to the arrested students.To carry out the framing
and discourse analysis, we scanned the news about LGBTI+ students in A Haber,
Akşam, Yeni Şafak, Takvim, Sabah, Yeni Akit and Akit TV between January 4 and March
31, 2021, and collected 51 news items. Most of these news covers the demonstrations at
Boğaziçi University. The majority of the news items covers the detention and arrest
processes as part of student protests at Boğaziçi University.

In the discourse analysis part of the research, we focused on the linguistic strategies,
namings, metaphors, adjectives, phrases, and the patterns formed by them in the news
about the arrested students. We took a closer look at some of the news that we think they
represent these patterns.

While the violations experienced during the detention and arrest processes are not
covered, we observe that news are frequently reported in a manner proving the
accusations faced by the students as charged, and the violations encountered are
covered under the headings of “slander.” While the media put themselves either in the
place of a judge or a prosecutor in the presence of students, similar statements by
government representatives are also their sources. In this situation, where the informing 
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2. The scope and methodology of the
research 

What is the tone of the news? (positive, negative, neutral) 
What is the predominant theme of the news? (Terror, provocation, crime etc.) 
How are detained and arrested students defined in the news? (Suspect, terrorist,
provocateur, etc.)
What are the sources in the news? (Government representatives’, police’s, and
governorship’s statements, etc.)
What are the prominent approaches in the news about detention and arrest?
(Emphasis on “they are not students”, “they are related to terrorism”, using the
phrases that they committed a “crime” instead of accusations)
Are the violations encountered by students during detention and arrest included in the
news? How are they covered?

47 of 51 news items are negative toned and 4 is neutral.
The most predominant theme in the news is provocation.
Students who were detained or arrested are mostly defined as suspects and
provocateurs. While words such as “terrorist”, “LGBT pervert”, “protestor” and
“vandalist” are also used among the definitions, only two of these news stories define
students as “student”.

Within the scope of the study, we scanned the news about detention and arrest of
students in A Haber, Akşam, Yeni Şafak, Takvim, Sabah and, Yeni Akit between January
4 and March 31 and collected 51 news. We carried out a content analysis by coding all
collected news on an individual basis with a detailed coding scale. We also carried out a
discourse analysis on a smaller number of news pieces, which we think represent the
patterns encountered in the news. We answered each of the following questions for 51
news pieces reviewed. 

We examined the discursive structures of the news underlining each question and setting
examples as we think. In the discourse analysis we dealt with news headings,
photographs, details of news language, linguistic strategies, and the rhetoric. 
If we briefly summarize the general findings of the research:
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function of the news media is replaced by the judging and condemning function, we found
that an exclusionary, offensive, humiliating, and stigmatizing language is used against the
arrested students.



We defined the news as positive, which assumes that students have the right to
demonstrate and assembly, includes the violations they encounter during detention and
arrest, does not have an accusatory tone, and does not express uncondemned charges
as crimes. However, there are no examples for this category in 51 news articles we
examined.

47 of 51 news stories are negative. The news items that define the students with words
such as “provocateur”, “terrorist”, reflect the accusations as a condemned crime, and do
not include the violations encountered during these processes form this category.

Of the 51 news items analyzed, 47
are negative toned.

3.Analyses of the news

3

3.1. The tone of the news 

We created categories as negative, positive, and neutral as part of the first step of the
analysis, which is identifying the tone of the news. 

In 18 of 51 news pieces, the statements of government representatives or other official
institutions and their representatives are included. In 5 news stories, what happened
at the hearing and the indictments are the main source of the news.
In 20 of the news items about the detention or arrest of students, it is common to
emphasize that they are not actually students and that they are “related to terrorism.”
Instead of “charged against”, the phrase “detected to have committed a crime” is also
frequently used.
Violations such as strip search, beating, and prevention of the right to education,
which students encountered while being detained or during their arrest and trial
processes, are generally not covered in the news and in fact, these violations are
mentioned in eight news stories with the comments that they are “denied” and actually
“slanders”.
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We determined neutral toned news as news that do not use discriminatory statements
against students and that do not label students with disproved crimes. There are 5 news
items in this category. Important to note here, we do not mention that these news stories
include students’ words.
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 “Newsflash: New development in Boğaziçi University provocation! Terrorists
will be held accountable. They were exposed as supporters of a terrorist
organization. Boğaziçi provocateurs will be held accountable” A Haber /
7.1.2021
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https://www.ahaber.com.tr/gundem/2021/01/07/son-dakika-bogazici-universitesi-provokasyonunda-yeni-gelisme-teror-orgutunun-tetikcileri-hesap-verecek?paging=3


The most predominant theme
in the analyzed news is
“provocation”, which is

followed by “terror”.

Examining what the predominant theme is in the news, we observed three main themes:
provocation, terror, and crime. Although more than one theme can be encountered
together in a news piece, we focused on the most prominent theme, which occupies the
broadest space in the news in terms of volume and emphasis.
We observed that the most predominant theme in 51 news items examined is
“provocation” with 23 articles. It is followed by the category of “terror” with 16 news
pieces. While the predominant theme is “crime” in 5 articles, 7 news stories are placed
in the “other” category.
In the news where “provocation” is the predominant theme, what happened is defined
as “provocation” in the headline or the text of the news items and students are defined as
“provocateurs”.
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3.2. The predominant theme

“Critical development in the provocation at Boğaziçi University! 16 people
detected” Sabah / 5.1.2021

“21 suspects, who were detained on charges of committing the crimes of
‘opposing the Law on Meetings and Demonstrations No. 2911’ and ‘resistance to
the officer in charge’ during the press release and protests made after the rector
was appointed to Boğaziçi University, were released on bail.”Akşam / 8 Ocak 2021

The news titled “New development regarding the demonstrations at Boğaziçi University”
is among the neutral toned examples because it does not use a discriminatory
expression against students, stating that the accusations are ‘claims.’
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https://www.aksam.com.tr/guncel/bogazici-universitesindeki-gosterilere-iliskin-yeni-gelisme/haber-1139962
https://www.aksam.com.tr/guncel/bogazici-universitesindeki-gosterilere-iliskin-yeni-gelisme/haber-1139962
https://www.aksam.com.tr/guncel/bogazici-universitesindeki-gosterilere-iliskin-yeni-gelisme/haber-1139962


“In the news where “terror” is the predominant theme, students are often accused of
“associated with terror”, and it is claimed that those detained or arrested are “related to
terror, not students”. In these news pieces, the statements of government
representatives, police or governorships are distinguished as sources. Statements of
official sources are directly quoted not as claims, but as indisputable truths that are the
source of the news.
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“Newsflash: The person detained in Boğaziçi provocation were revealed as a
member of a terrorist organization” Sabah / 5.1.2021
 

“Newsflash: The person detained in Boğaziçi provocation were revealed as
a member of a terrorist organization” Sabah / 5.1.2021
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https://www.sabah.com.tr/gundem/2021/01/05/son-dakika-bogazici-provokasyonunda-gozaltina-alinan-kisi-teror-orgutu-uyesi-cikti
https://www.sabah.com.tr/gundem/2021/01/05/son-dakika-bogazici-provokasyonunda-gozaltina-alinan-kisi-teror-orgutu-uyesi-cikti


“21 of 45 suspects detained during the investigation conducted after the rector
was appointed to Boğaziçi University were referred to the courthouse.” Akşam
/ 8.1.2021

In the news pieces where the predominant theme is “crime”, protests during which
students were detained and then arrested are often described as “illegal” or
“unauthorized”.
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3.3. How are students defined?

 
Students are defined as “student” in only 2 of 51 news stories we examined. The
definition of “suspect” is used in 18 of the news, “provocateur” in 14, “terrorist” in 3,
“vandalist” in 1, and “LGBT pervert” in 1 news quoting Interior Minister Soylu's sentence. 

UNIVERSITY IN THE NEWS - III / ARRESTED STUDENTS

https://www.aksam.com.tr/guncel/bogazicindeki-protesto-sorusturmasinda-yeni-gelisme-21-kisi-adliyeye-sevk-edildi/haber-1139873


The most well-known strategy for the news to reproduce the official discourse is that those
who are taken or cited as sources in the news or whose views are often directly referred
are official persons or institutions. We observed that 18 of 51 news items we examined
include statements by government representatives or other official institutions and their
representatives. In 5 news reports, what happened at the hearing and the indictments are
cited as sources.
 
Statements by government representatives or other official institutions often contain
examples of targeting, discriminatory language and hate speech. In the news suggesting
“the detainees were not actually students” and “they are related to terrorism”, these
statements became prominent as a source.

In the text below of the news titled “Only 7 out of 108 provocateurs are students”, the
Governor's Office statement is cited as the source for the heading.

“Provocateurs at Boğaziçi University were detained.” A haber / 5.1.2021
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“Interior Minister Süleyman Soylu: 4 LGBT perverts were detained for
disrespecting the great Kaaba at Boğaziçi University!” Akşam / 30.1.2021

3.4. What is the source?
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https://www.ahaber.com.tr/video/gundem-videolari/bogazici-universitesinde-provokatorlere-gozalti
https://www.aksam.com.tr/guncel/icisleri-bakani-soylu-duyurdu-bogazici-universitesindeki-provokatorler-gozaltina-alindi/haber-1145319


“The Governor's Office emphasized that only 7 of 108 people are Boğaziçi
University students, and 15 of 101 suspects do not study at a university.”
Akşam / 3.2.2021 

Police violence and blockade against students are also given along with the statements
of politicians in an affirmative manner. Süleyman Soylu's statement “The Turkish police
did it right” was published in the news websites we examined.
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“Last minute statement by Minister Soylu: ‘The Turkish police did it right’”
Sabah / 6.1.2021
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https://www.aksam.com.tr/siyaset/108-provokatorden-sadece-7si-ogrenci/haber-1146320
https://www.aksam.com.tr/siyaset/108-provokatorden-sadece-7si-ogrenci/haber-1146320
https://www.sabah.com.tr/gundem/2021/01/06/soyludan-son-dakika-aciklamasi-turk-polisi-dogru-yapmistir


“Newsflash: Breaking truth about those detained in Boğaziçi University protests.
Newsflash... The records of the detainees during the protests at Boğaziçi University are
mile long. It was stated that only 7 of 108 people detained in front of the campus are
Boğaziçi University students. It was revealed that 130 of 159 people detained yesterday
are linked to various terrorist organizations.” A haber / 2.2.2021

 

In the news pieces about detention, the emphasis on how many detainees are students
and their “relation to terrorism” is prominent. 

While the news titled “Newsflash: Breaking truth about those detained in Boğaziçi
University protests” include information about how many of those detained are Boğaziçi
University students, it is also emphasized that there are “names related to terrorist
organizations”.
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3.5. What is the common attitude in the news of

detention and arrest?

In another news article titled “22 people detained related to the demonstrations in front of
Boğaziçi University”, the emphasis on “terror affiliation” is included in the news text with
the expression “detected”.

 
UNIVERSITY IN THE NEWS - III / ARRESTED STUDENTS

https://www.ahaber.com.tr/gundem/2021/02/02/son-dakika-bogazici-universitesi-olaylarinda-gozaltina-alinanlar-hakkinda-flas-gercek


The social media posts of the detainees are also frequently reported with the allegations
of “affiliation with terrorism.”

In the news pieces related to this issue, the expressions “they are being held
accountable” and “they will be held accountable” are also frequently used. With these
definitions, these news items take a position by acting like a prosecutor or a judge.

 

“It was detected that some of the suspects detained were involved in
organizational activities. It has been found that some of the suspects detained
during the operation participated in the funeral and commemoration programs
of people who died while they were working in the rural structures of left-
socialist terrorist organizations in the past years and took part in various social
protests organized by the public structures of terrorist organizations. In
addition, it was detected that some of the suspects took part in illegal activities
such as hanging banners, street writing, and illegal demonstrations on behalf
of terrorist organizations, and some of the suspects were prosecuted for the
crime of "membership of a terrorist organization.” Yeni Akit / 5.1.2021
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https://www.yeniakit.com.tr/haber/guncelleme-3--bogazici-universitesi-onundeki-gosterilere-iliskin-22-kisi-gozaltina-alindi-1498705.html


While the information on how the students were detained and the practices such as
beating and rear-handcuffing during the detentions are not covered in the news,
photographs of the house raids carried out by the police at night appear in many news
items.

Provocateurs are rendering account: 4 people were detained. In the protest
of Prof. Melih Bulu's appointment as a rector, 4 of the provocateurs, who
laid down Kaaba photo on which they attached homosexuals’ symbols,
were detained. The prosecution requested arrest for 2 suspects. While the
reactions to this ugly provocation continued, emblems of the terrorist
organization PKK were found in the raid of Boğaziçi LGBTI+ club.  Yeni
Şafak / 31.1.2021
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https://www.yenisafak.com/gundem/provokatorler-hesap-veriyor-4-kisiye-gozalti-3596822


A Haber / 6.1.2021  (Photo description: Five policemen in camouflage uniforms and
with caps are standing in front of the iron door of a one-story house with the
Turkish flag on the door.)
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It is also common in the news to use expressions as if the guilt were “proven” and a
verdict was given. The expressions “11 people attacking the police” and “the vandalist
who damaged the police vehicle was arrested” are among the examples in these news
stories. In these news items, statements mentioning the quilt was proven in the protests
of the students, the verdict was given and even the punishment was imposed are
frequently used.
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https://www.ahaber.com.tr/gundem/2021/01/06/bogazici-universitesindeki-olaylara-iliskin-operasyon-gozaltilar-var?paging=3
https://www.ahaber.com.tr/gundem/2021/01/06/bogazici-universitesindeki-olaylara-iliskin-operasyon-gozaltilar-var?paging=3


“The vandalist who damaged the police vehicle during the Boğaziçi
protests in Kadıköy was arrested.” Yeni Şafak / 10.1.2021                    

 
While the words “vandalist”, “provocateur” and “suspect” are used in the news of
detention and arrest, it is rarely stated that these people are students in the news about
the arrests.
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“Two of Boğaziçi provocateurs terrorising in Kadıköy were arrested
Newsflash... 2 of 23 suspects detained related to the illegal demonstrations
in Kadıköy were arrested, the others were released on bail.” 
A haber/5.2.2021
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https://www.yenisafak.com/gundem/kadikoydeki-bogazici-eylemlerinde-polis-aracina-zarar-veren-vandal-tutuklandi-3598511


3.6. How are violations reported?

During the detention and arrest processes, there were many violations such as rear-
handcuffing, naked search, and blockade on the right to education. During their arrests,
some students were brought to the exams with handcuffs, their university was extended
due to the exams they could not take due to arrest, they could not go to work due to
house arrest and faced economic difficulties and psychological problems. These
violations are not reflected in the news. When the statements of the students' lawyers on
these issues are rarely reported in the news, they are given with comments such as
“slander” and “lie.”

 
 

15

“Provocateurs do not settle! They lowered themselves as to cling to the
naked search lie” Yeni Akit / 6.1.2021

“Boğaziçi provocateurs hope for the support of perverts: Despicable
slander to the honorable Turkish police! Boğaziçi provocateurs, supported
by CHP, HDP and illegal organizations, who use Prof. Dr. Melih Bulu as an
excuse, also hope for the support of homosexual perverts.” Yeni Akit /
25.1.2021
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https://www.yeniakit.com.tr/haber/provokatorler-uslanmiyor-ciplak-arama-yalanina-sarilacak-kadar-alcaldilar-1499487.html
https://www.yeniakit.com.tr/haber/bogazici-provokatorleri-sapkinlardan-medet-umuyor-serefli-turk-polisine-alcak-iftira-1505485.html


“Boğaziçi provocateurs claimed this with a photograph of a slightly
reddened hand: My client was badly beaten” Yeni Akit / 17.1.2021
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