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New Perspectives on Free
Expression in Turkey During
Covid-19
->

Zeynep Serinkaya-Winter describes the
impact of the corona pandemic in Turkey
from a student’s perspective.

Students continued to report and record the problems they faced during
online exams in July. Karadeniz Teknik, Yildiz

Teknik ve Dogus University students made their voice heard against the
problems experienced in the exams and the lack of necessary
compensation mechanisms. The students objected to the Anadolu

University Senate's decision to not to open a summer school, which
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resulted in a victory and the summer school was opened shortly
afterwards.

After the announcement of Istanbul University administration that a
psychology department would be opened in the Open and Distant
Education Department, psychology students started a social media

campaign, and afterwards published a press release in front of the main
gate of the IU campus in Beyazit. The decision was withdrawn after 25
days.

Foundation universities administrations raised their tuition fees in

August. While online tuition fees are expected to be reduced, upon the
raises, the students of different universities united to try to make their
voices be heard. Yeditepe Toplulugu (Yeditepe Community), Bilgili
Susmuyor Platformu, Ozyegin Komitesi and Vakif Universiteleri Komitesi
(Foundation Universities Committee), which run campaigns with their

own hashtags #YeditepeliHakkiniAriyor (1), #bilgilisusmuyor (2) and
#07UIndirimYap (3), quickly united in this process under the

tag #OnlineEgitimdeZamOlmaz (4).

The Higher Education Council (YOK) announced that university
administrations would choose their own education models in the 2020-
2021 fall term. While the educational conditions at universities remain
uncertain, students continued to make their voices heard on social media.

1. #YeditepeliHakkimAriyor: Yeditepe University students claim their
rights.

2. #BilgiliSusmuyor: Bilgi University students does not keep quiet.

3. #0zUIndirimYAp: Ozyegin University administration should
reduce the tuition fees.

4. #OnlineEgitimdeZamOlmaz: Online education fees should not be
raised.
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Students Strengthen Their
Bonds by Helping Their Peers
Select Future Universities

Mert Batur

"As Civic Space Studies Association,
we interviewed university candidates
and the university students who helped
them. We asked the students about
their problems in the selection process,
and the advice they seek."

Restrictions on Student News Accounts of Twitter

Caution: This account is temporarily restricted

You're seeing this warning because there has been some unusual activity from this
account. Do you still want to view it?

Yes, view profile

Starting from August, Twitter has restricted some important
student news portal and civil society accounts. The reason for
the restriction on these accounts is unknown.
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In August, the Twitter accounts of Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University
"Politik Baykus" and Istanbul University account of "Hergele

Postas1" were restricted. Afterwards Ogrenci Haber (Student News),
which announces the problems and demands of the students and Genclik
Komiteleri (Youth Committees) which is the communication and
solidarity account of young persons as well as our own association's
twitter account were restricted.

With the solidarity of students and support from other civil society
actors the accounts were reopened for access.
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University clubs and student societies have shown their support for
remaining a part of the Istanbul Convention on social media under
the hashtag #
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They also made a call: "We want the Istanbul Convention to be
implemented so that women and LGBTI+ individuals are no longer
killed and the perpetrators receive the necessary punishment, we
say the ISTANBUL CONVENTION SAVES LIVES." You can find the

full text here.

Intercollegiate Communication Network Against
Sexual Harassment and Assault Prevention Units
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Following the increase in news of harassment at the
academia , activists have begun a more resolved and
cohesive fight for justice. Cinsel Saldiriya Kars1 Universitelerarasi

fletisim Ag1 (The Intercollegiate Communication Network Against
Sexual Harassment and Assault) announced that they will stand by

all those who face harassment in the academia and will fight against
it with the hashtag . In addition, as a result of the
growing activism of feminist students, on July 23th, it was decided to
establish a (Sexual Harassment
Prevention Unit) at Yildiz Technical University.
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The third hearing of
would have been held on July 10th, in
Ankara, 39th Criminal Court of First Instance. However, the students
on trial and their lawyers went to Ankara Kugulu Park to support the
lawyers gathered for a sit-in against a parliamentary draft which will
create multiple bar associations in each city.

Hazel Baskoy, signed the petition titled “
”asaPhD
student at Anadolu University. She was later
acquitted in “The Academics for Peace” case. In
spite of this verdict, Anadolu University



https://civicspacestudies.org/2020/07/13/third-hearing-of-odtu-lgbti-pride-case-we-came-for-solidarity-with-lawyers/
https://civicspacestudies.org/2020/07/13/third-hearing-of-odtu-lgbti-pride-case-we-came-for-solidarity-with-lawyers/
https://barisicinakademisyenler.net/node/63
https://barisicinakademisyenler.net/node/63

administration did not complete its
disciplinary investigation against Hazel even
after the passing of the limitation of statute.
Hazel with the help of the Civic Space Studies
Association Lawyer Baran Kaya, sued to
enforce the implementation of the court’s
verdict and achieved the return of all of her
student rights.

Hapiste Ogrenci Ag1 (Imprisoned Student Network) asked the
Ministry of Justice how the educational processes of imprisoned
students were affected by the Covid-19 outbreak.

Only in Turkish

The Prison Student Network is a network of activists, NGOs and
academics aiming at solidarity with imprisoned students.
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A student of Munzur
University, Giilistan Doku, who
has been missing since January
5th is still not found. 8 months
have passed without Gulistan.
The demand for justice
continues.
#GulistanDokuNerede

24 Saat (24 Hours) newspaper made an
interview with the president of our
association, Berna Akkizal. Akkizal

evaluated the online education process

and how students were affected by this
process.

Only in Turkish
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Freedom of Expression on Campus

As Civic Space Studies Association, we are working on freedoms of expression, assembly and
organization on campuses and violations of these rights. We aim to make our efforts
sustainable in order to make rights violations on campuses visible with and through students

and to be in solidarity with students who have been exposed to violations.

As Civic space Studies Association, we adopt a stance against all forms of discrimination
against race, religion, language, color, gender, age, gender identity, sexual orientation, bodily
diversity and disability. We collaborate with and are in solidarity with student activists, clubs,

initiatives and communities that are also protecting this stance.

WHAT ARE OUR SOLUTIONS
TOTHE = WLES

TOFREEDOI P> PRESSION
AND ASSOCIATION?
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