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As Civic Space Studies Association, we have been continuing our activities from home 

due to the Covid-19 pandemic since Thursday, March 12, 2020. During this time, we 

remain in solidarity with students, studying the difficulties students face and the effects 

of Covid -19 on them, all while studying the measures to be taken and solutions in this 

regard.  

You can follow us on our Turkish and English websites and our social media accounts. 

You can send an email to merhaba@civicspacestudies.org to contact us. At the same 

time, we continue to hold online interviews with students/ clubs/ initiatives/ 

communities and student activists. If you want us to support you as an association 

especially within the scope of our work, you can contact us via our mail address. 

 

 

How does Covid-19 Affect the Students?  
 

 

 

Before the Covid-19 epidemic, cafeteria protests had started in Istanbul 

University in the last week of 2019. These spread to many universities 

such as İstanbul Teknik, Özyeğin, Gebze Teknik, and Boğaziçi. Campus 

protests such as these, revealed the difficulties students experienced 

especially in socio-economic terms. In fact, as we mentioned in our 

article on students' grievances, the protests “were the only visible part of 

the income inequality the students faced.” In addition, students were 

trying to cope with inadequate loans and scholarships. unceasing 

investigations, and problems in KYK dormitories. So how did the Covid-

19 pandemic affect the students’ socio-economic circumstances?  

https://sivilalanarastirmalari.org.tr/
https://civicspacestudies.org/
mailto:merhaba@civicspacestudies.org
https://civicspacestudies.org/2020/04/27/covid-19-pandemic-measures-should-not-victimize-students-anymore/
https://civicspacestudies.org/2020/04/27/covid-19-pandemic-measures-should-not-victimize-students-anymore/


 

The beginning of distant education after the removal of students from the 

dormitories (which were declared quarantine zones) caused violations of 

the right to education. Students drew attention to the infrastructural 

deficiencies and internet access problems caused by distant education 

through Twitter with the hashtags 

#KYKÖğrencileriMağdur and   #UzaktanEğitimİstemiyoruz. Afterwards, 

students who were unable to continue their education were given the 

option to freeze enrollment. So we asked: "Enrollments  can be frozen, but 

can life really be frozen this way?" 
 

 

 

Students are most concerned about how they will take their midterm and 

final exams. The students of Pamukkale University shared 

the #PaüAdaletİstiyor hashtag, explaining that if there are any problems 

in the online exam, they will not be compensated. On the other hand, 

students are faced with the fact that the finals are held in a formal 

manner. For example, Medeniyet University students used the 

hashtag #İmüÖrgünSınavİstemiyor to prevent possible victimization in 

the scenario of going back to university for final exams.  

https://twitter.com/CivicSpace_tr/status/1239554019632263168
https://twitter.com/CivicSpace_tr/status/1239554019632263168
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Kyk%C3%96%C4%9FrencileriMa%C4%9Fdur?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/uzaktane%C4%9Fitimistemiyoruz?src=hashtag_click&f=live
https://twitter.com/CivicSpace_tr/status/1248227710821961728
https://twitter.com/CivicSpace_tr/status/1248227710821961728
https://twitter.com/CivicSpace_tr/status/1248227710821961728
https://twitter.com/ogrncifaaliyeti/status/1255477376219316225
https://twitter.com/OgrenciHaber/status/1256646816487137282
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JO8a1ZHUWc4


 

 

 

 

The Özyeğin Committee, which consists of students from Özyeğin 

University, reached 610 Özyeğin students and prepared a 40-

page report in order to determine the needs of students and to  convey 

their demands to university management after the Covid-19 pandemic. 

The students’ demands were not taken into consideration, but 

the #ÖzüÖğrenciyiDinle hashtag was the 28th most popular twitter 

hashtag on Turkish Twitter (Apr 28, 2020). 

 

In addition, students created a network called Foundation Universities 

Committee (Vakıf Üniversiteleri Komitesi)  in order to struggle against 

education fees taken unfairly from students attending foundation 

universities. Students demand that their second term tuition fees be given 

back to them and that the summer term be free of charge. 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d9Es0EbuK9GiNuePDq-MTM4D49JMmsnf/view
https://twitter.com/hashtag/%C3%96Z%C3%9C%C3%96%C4%9FrenciyiDinle?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/OzUKomitesi/status/1255222618346700809
https://twitter.com/vakifogrenciagi/status/1254373353726623745
https://twitter.com/vakifogrenciagi/status/1254373353726623745


 

Our Articles > We asked the students how they 
experienced the Covid-19 epidemic: 

 

 

 

Working Students On May 1st 

      “This situation is very difficult for 

me. While I was thinking about how to 

pay rent and bills and how to 

participate in distant education, I was 

unable to deal with anything else." 

(llustration by Aslı Alpar.) 
 

 

 

 

Covid-19 in Turkey, Where Are The Students? 

"They threw us on the street. They said take your 

belongings away immediately. We were neither able 

to realize what was happening nor pack our 

belongings. [...] I am sure that we will not be able to 

get the rest of our belongings back.” 
 

 

 

 

Distance of Distant Education 

“Could there be such a right to freeze 

the enrollment? It prevents one from 

the right to education.” 

 

 

https://civicspacestudies.org/2020/05/07/working-students-on-may-1st/
https://www.instagram.com/aslialpar/
https://civicspacestudies.org/2020/04/06/covid-19-in-turkey-where-are-the-students/
https://civicspacestudies.org/2020/04/15/distance-of-distant-education/


 

Detained Students and Imprisoned Students 

 

 

 

We made a video (in Turkish) in March in order to draw attention to the 

fact that the number of imprisoned students has not been reported since 

2017 in Turkey and to ask for the government to publish the current 

number of imprisoned students. When the debate over the amnesty law 

started during the Covid-19 epidemic, we started a campaign for releasing 

detained students. However, detained students are still in prison as the 

government has not extended the amnesty to political crimes.  

With the hashtag #HükümlülerSerbestTutuklularTehlikede, we also 

pointed out that detained students who have not been convicted or  whose 

judgement has not been finalized yet will remain in prison and this is a 

serious violation of both right to life and right to education. 

https://twitter.com/CivicSpace_tr/status/1237013512569921536
https://twitter.com/CivicSpace_tr/status/1247182608322215942


 

 

Why are the current imprisoned students not shared? 

How many imprisoned students in prisons? 

 

 

#HükümlülerSerbestTutuklularTehlikede  

 

https://twitter.com/CivicSpace_tr/status/1247182608322215942
https://twitter.com/CivicSpace_tr/status/1247182608322215942
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UQ01vxTmNfQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k8-Yet4ssdE


  

 

 Translation: We are always at home, where is Gülistan Doku? 

 

The social media campaign with the tag #GülistanDokuNerede continues 

to find Gülistan Doku, a student at Munzur University, who has been 

missing since January 5th. 21-year-old Gülistan Doku has been missing 

for over four months and was last seen while getting on a minibus. We 

will continue to ask where Gulistan is until Gulistan is 

found. #BarajBoşaltılsın 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

#GülistanDokuNerede 

https://twitter.com/search?q=%23G%C3%BClistanDokuNerede&src=typed_query&f=live
https://twitter.com/hashtag/BarajBosaltilsin?src=hashtag_click


 

Covid-19Pandemic Measures Should Not Victimize 
Students Anymore!  

 

  

 

Freedom of Expression on Campus 
 

 

As Civic Space Studies Association, we are working on freedoms of expression, assembly 

and organization on campuses and violations of these rights.  We aim to make our efforts 

sustainable in order to make rights violations on campuses visible with and through 

students and to be in solidarity with students who have been exposed to violations. 

As Civic space Studies Association, we adopt a stance against all forms of discrimination 

against race, religion, language, color, gender, age, gender identity, sexual orientation, 

bodily diversity and disability. We collaborate with and are in solidarity with student 

activists, clubs, initiatives and communities that are also protecting this stance. 

https://civicspacestudies.org/2020/04/27/covid-19-pandemic-measures-should-not-victimize-students-anymore/
https://civicspacestudies.org/2020/04/27/covid-19-pandemic-measures-should-not-victimize-students-anymore/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2yKR8xv4vHw
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mailto:merhaba@civicspacestudies.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MZFtUzA2dsk&t=1s
https://www.facebook.com/sivilalanarastirmalaridernegi/
https://twitter.com/CivicSpace_tr
https://civicspacestudies.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/civic-space-studies-association
https://www.instagram.com/sivilalanarastirmalari/

